Is chloroquine obsolete in treatment of rheumatic disease?
Retinal changes associated with chloroquine occurred in 22 out of 222 patients on long-term therapy for rheumatic diseases and were related to patient age, total dose, and duration of treatment. Ophthalmic review showed progression of the retinopathy with deterioration of visual acuity in only 1 case while the remainder retained normal vision. The results suggest that the risks of ocular toxicity related to chloroquine therapy are acceptably low.